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reason of their vastness and economic importance, have become
vital to the continued well-being of the mother-country.
These observations seem to be borne out particularly by the
history of the relation between the Persian Gulf and Turkish
Arabia both to India and to the British Empire. In the pro-
motion and protection of trade the East India Company was
led, as has been related, into activities which, taking on the
inevitable political aspect, were to overshadow its original aims.
European Politics and Development of British Political Influence
in the Persian Gulf
The increasing tendency, as the years passed, towards political
sovereignty on a territorial or a quasi-territorial basis, while
revealed early in the Company's attitude to India,1 became fully
apparent in the Gulf and in Turkish Arabia when, as one of the
three Middle East corridors to India and as a flank to the other
two routes, they were taken into the arena of European politics.
The schemes of Napoleon to bring England to her knees by the
invasion of India, to which the brilliancy of his military genius
and his spectacular negotiations with Russia, Turkey and
Persia lent more colour than substance, and the subsequent
Russian expansion to the south aroused both official and public
opinion to fear for the safety of India. From that time onward,
Great Britain's interest in the Persian Gulf and in Turkish
Arabia was, primarily, their importance as outposts of India,
and as points from which Persia and the two other Middle East
routes through Baluchistan and Afghanistan might be controlled,
their passage by an unfriendly Power prohibited. The additional
1 On December lath, 1687, the Company wrote to the President of Fort
St. George: 'That which we promise ourselves in a most especial manner from
our new President and council is that these will establish such a politic of civil
and military power and create and secure a large revenue to maintain both at
that place as may be the foundation of a large, well grounded, sure English
Dominion in India for all time to come' (Diary of Sir William Hedges, p. 117),
See also, Resolution passed by the Court of Directors, 1689, Birdwood, op. c*t.,
p. 230.
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